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The Nobel Prize in Chemistry 
1913 was awarded to Alfred 
Werner "in recognition of his 
work on the linkage of atoms 
in molecules by which he has 
thrown new light on earlier 
investigations and opened up 
new fields of research 
especially in inorganic 
chemistry"

Alfred Werner: the well-coordinated chemist



Most previous Nobel chemistry 
awards had been won by organic 
chemists like Emil Fischer 
(1902) or physical chemists like 
Wilhelm Ostwald (1909). Two 
chemistry prizes even went to 
physicists – Ernest Rutherford 
(1908) and Marie Curie (1911). 

So in 1913 it was no surprise 
that inorganic chemistry’s turn 
had come.

First Inorganic Nobel Prize Laureate
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