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Postcard dispatched by Gerlach to Niels Bohr on the day of the triumph, 8 February 
1922,[18] p. 116. The microphotographs show the silver beam deposits obtained in 
the absence (left) and presence (right) of the magnetic field. In the absence of the 
magnetic field, the deposit corresponds to an image of the second collimation slit.











A drawing by Isidor Rabi presented to Otto Stern 
on his 60th birthday, on 17 February 1948. The 
drawing features a smorgasbord of milestone 
achievements of Stern’s Hamburg group in the 
format of a page from an “Anniversary Number” of 
a fictitious journal dedicated to publishing Stern’s 
molecular beam research. The name of the journal, 
“UZM,” is an allusion to the series entitled 
Untersuchungen zur Molekularstrahlmethode 
(UzM) [Investigations by the Molecular Beam 
Method] of thirty numbered papers published 
between 1926 and 1933 by Stern’s Hamburg 
institute in Zeitschrift für Physik



He was the second most 
nominated physicist for a Nobel 
Prize, with 82 nominations in the 
years 1925–1945[1] (most times 
nominated is Arnold 
Sommerfeld with 84 nominations), 
ultimately winning in 1943.

It was awarded to Stern alone, "for 
his contribution to the development 
of the molecular ray method and 
his discovery of the magnetic 
moment of the proton" (not for the 
Stern–Gerlach experiment)

Thank You!
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