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Figure S1.   TEM micrographs of concentration dependent La
3+ 

incorporated α-LA-AuNCs; (a) 

0.1mM La
3+

, (b) 0.4 mM La
3+

, (c) 0.8 mM La
3+

 and (d) 1.2 mM La
3+

. 
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Figure S2.   TEM micrographs of AuNCs (a) holo-α-LA-AuNCs ; (b) α-LA-0.1 mM Gd
3+

-

AuNCs; (c) α-LA-0.4 mM Gd
3+

-AuNCs and (d) α-LA-0.8 mM Gd
3+

-AuNCs. 
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Figure S3. TEM micrographs of apo-α-LA with La
3+

 at different regions. 

 

 

Figure S4.  TEM micrographs of AuNCs formed upon introduction of La
3+

 into the apo-α-LA in 

different regions. 

 


